Dungeons ¢ Dragons
Li’ Se’ Rah

LI’ Se’ Rah was born in Port Nyranzaru, a smalltfmity located on
the Bay of Chult at the mouth of the River Soshen$ghe lived
with her parents there and her father worked atltdoks loading
and unloading the ships. Living on the surface wassual for
gnomes but the kind of creatures that were fourttbuthe ground
this close to the jungles made it the only option.

Li’ Se’ Rah is not a gnome name but both her parerdependently
had a dream and the one thing that was the sapsindream was
that they had a daughter called L’ Se’ Rah, somieir first child
was a girl they decided to call her Li’ Se’ Rah.

Her mother used to enjoy listening to the excitfiagtastic and
often frightening stories that traders told abautdff places but was
disturbed about what she heard about some of timstes. In truth
many of the monsters she heard about were eitwerlaof fiction
or included in a fictional story since the men usednjoy
competing in stories and impressing some of theergatlible
women.

One morning LI’ Se’ Rah and her father woke to fired mother
gone, with a message saying she felt the need ke tha world a
better and safer place for her daughter.

LI’ Se’ Rah was only a couple of years old whers th@ppened and
didn’t have many memories of her mother but hogedddsmeet her
again even though they probably wouldn’t recogeieh other.

On a trip to Aralon in the Moonshae Islands, Li’ Rah'’s father
met a woman living in Llewelyn as a fish gutter wived in a house
she inherited from her parents. She had two chldder husband
had tried to make his money for the family throggimbling which
worked until someone cheated him out of all his eyoat a game
and to protect his family, he'd sold himself to thggoonent to pay
off his debts.

His wife and children never knew what had happdoddm.



Li’ Se’ Rah'’s father fell in love with the woman @neturned to the
island a couple of month’s later with Li’ Se’ Rahdamarried the
woman, they had three children together.

Unfortunately, there wasn’t the work that requihedt father’s skills
in Llewelyn, so her father had to work in Caer @slr and return
home to his family for a couple of days each week.

Li’ Se’ Rah used to count down the days until he Wwame. Her
step-mother didn’'t seem to have a lot of time fer. IShe loved her
own children more and although she wasn’t meam&ina she
gave her own children preferential treatment ardakie she had for
Li’ Se’ Rah was not the same and sometimes fekatbs

LI’ Se’ Rah had once considered staying with héndabut knew
that with him being away it would upset him to fitietre had been
tensions at home while he hadn’t been there.

The traders would dock in Caer Callidyrr whichhs tapital of
Aralon and unload coal, horses, minor magic itesns, parchment
and silk before loading up with armour, timber avehpons. They
would then move out making room for the next slaipd sail round
the southern tip of the island to The Bay of Lleymehnd allow the
sailors to go ashore there.

In the evenings Li’ Se’ Rah would sneak out tarstthe dark behind
one of the taverns to listen to the sailors singieg shanties and
then would return to bed before the sailors stasteding more rude
songs after they'd drunk too much. It was listertimghe sea
shanties that LI’ Se’ Rah decided she
wanted to be a minstrel and found that
studying took her mind off being lonely
and unloved when her father was away.
She made herself a lute after her father
told her how, but he suggested she do it
while he was away to see how well she
managed.

An accident at the shipping port killed her fatadew years later
which caused her stepmother to withdraw into hérkkdr two older
siblings left home immediately not wanting to b \eith the job
that Li’ Se’ Rah was given of looking after the y@er children.
She took the death of her father very badly buttbgdst harden her



heart and get on with it. She couldn’t give thddrein the same love
their mother had though. Although they had lefavoid looking
after the children, the two older siblings foundgand sent most of
their pay home to support the family.

LI’ Se’ Rah, without her father, and her stepmothet being in a fit
state for anything, felt the family was vulnerahtel so she
approached some of the sailors and asked themadb tesr how to
fight to protect her family if the need arose.

Some of the sailors refused to teach her on this bzt she was a
woman but others agreed to teach her what they lamelwvere
always impressed at how quickly she picked it uge Showed a real
aptitude for simple weapons, hand crossbows, loogdsy rapiers
and shortswords.

When the younger children were old enough to Idtdr dhemselves
and their mother they made it clear they didn’t WahSe’ Rah
around anymore and so she left. The two olderrgjblkept in touch
but her step-mother and the younger ones didn’t teaknow her.

LI’ Se’ Rah also found the sailors to be a goodrsewf songs and
stories and she found she could often get foodkdand lodging in
exchange for playing or singing. She liked seehegdamiles of
people’s faces when she performed, that was dlhtlasteredThis
allowed her to spend more time practicing and stgjyand she
came proficient at playing the Lute, Lyre, Flutel&agpipes. The
extra studying meant that instead go being a nahslkre could
actually spend the time in hard study to discokier t
magic hidden in music. This depth of
, knowledge, level of musical skill with a touch
" of magic was what could lead to becoming a
bard. She still felt terribly alone and after the
thanks she got for looking after her half-
brothers and sisters and her step-mother she
~ decided she would put herself first in the
b future.
Another thing she found she could learn from
the sailors was the art of sex and she found that
was a way to take her mind off anything that
| “ bothered her. None of the sailors appeared to be
gnomes but it was just as possible with humans f&lm&d that




satisfying herself was always a good way to endlthe but never
spent the night with them.

Although Li” Se’ Rah kept this much to herself afidn’t give the
sailors her name, or at least not her real nameesdiiors would brag
about it, and her friends looked down on her awieh'tiwant to
know her anymore, although her older step-sistevemlost their
respect for her.

In the end Li’ Se’ Rah decided to move somewhetesre no one
would know her.

She took a ship to the main land and up the Rigentt in Amn,
which had colonial ports in the Moonshaes, to Liakeml and
wandered round there learning local songs, stdieddore and
peasant tales and seeking out other bards to saapssand songs
with, listen to them boast of their accomplishmeantd to share their
knowledge. Bards form loose associations, whicly tdadl colleges,
and LI’ Se’ Rah would gather in mead halls or rotoafires where
those of the College of Valor would sing the deefdthe mighty,
both past and present. Like the sailors there ais@other things
she could learn from the bards.

While visiting a nearby village she found it hactbhesacked. The
village was virtually destroyed and there werelibdies of men,
women and children lying all around. Most of thpseple had
probably never even seen a real weapon until thmenbbefore
they were killed, let alone had one handy to detbedselves.

It looked like there wasn't a living soul around las she was
thinking of leaving she saw the sole survivor wbldl ther he had
only survived by being on a trading mission the thee/town was
sacked. He felt immeasurable guilt from not beimgye to help
defend the town even though he would have stoaniere chance
than any of the others. All he could do now was/libe bodies. L1’
Se’ Rah asked if he wanted any help. He told heag a kind offer
but something he felt he should do himself.

The best help she could give was to go and waragby village
which, judging by the position of the castle theading army would
have come from, would probably be the next villagbe sacked.

The other village would have been no more ablestertt
themselves than the previous one but Li’ Se’ Rahtue see the



castle for herself first. She believed that, with fighting skills she
learnt from the sailors, she could get into theleasd steal some
weapons to arm the village, and watched the guartime the best
opportunity to get in unseen.

It wasn’t until late that night that she realisé@ :ieeded the cover
of the darkness to help her and would been seem, ievthe dark,
unless she covered herself with black mud whicteapga to be in
every pool nearby. She removed her clothing tchiodince she
didn’t intend to be seen and she wouldn’t havdd¢arc more than
just herself when she got out again. She coveretdwy, face and
hair with the black mud, leaving just her feet émel palms of her
hands clean to avoid leaving footprints or marksoything she had
to touch and slipped into the castle when she canttifound herself
in the great hall.

The hall was empty of people since, apart from gsiamost of the
inhabitants of the castle would be asleep now. § aare tapestries
all around the hall showing different images ofginas but a lot of
them were tatty and old.

Directly across the hall were two double doors tielle was a
single door on the left and right and at the tdpdad right in line
with the double doors. On each side was a staileaskng up to a
gallery around the hall that was probably also ssitde from the
upper floor.

Listening at the door on the right she could heacas of guards
who’d been gambling and had got into an argumeéntidh’t sound
like it would be settled anytime soon.

The other door was quiet but she couldn’t be duteeiroom was
unoccupied. She tried the door and peered thrdughbrack. The
room seemed to be empty. Usually she could craepidgih quite
small cracks but didn’t want to risk smearing mucktloe door. She
heard a sound that sounded like the main doorsingaso she
realised she had no option but to go in and clesalbor before she
was discovered.

The room looked like a guard room. The north walll la ledge
about seven feet from the ground with some windalve it.
There were a few beds, some pegs on the wall fogihg clothing,
a rack full of weapons and a long table with a dnatliat probably
served as a desk. This room was obviously for treeds who were
currently on duty. As she looked round she foundlaave at the



back. The alcove had a hatch that could be opepadiandle with
a tank of cold water above and a drainage chaprabably used for
washing.

The weapons were just what Li’ Se’ Rah had beekifgpfor and
appeared to be of a very high quality. Further @asipn revealed
sets of armour, with some sets being child sizéis Suggested the
weapons and armour were stolen and the thievemhdd a dash
and grab to sort out what they did or did not negéer. Li’ Se’ Rah
noticed one of these would fit her and may work aésguise more
effective than black mud so she used the washiifityato wash
away the mud and put on the armouir.

There was a chain mail breast plate and bodice avihain mail
skirt and gloves with sleeves for the lower arnfseré was also
bracelets to be worn above the elbows and a cloatkitas fastened
by a broach. She also found a double edged dalggelobked like a
sword for someone her size.

Getting the weapons out was going to be tricky.réheere several
armfuls and carrying them out, even though shedistpuised in the
armour, was going to look suspicious. Getting atwindows, over
seven feet high, was impossible. She looked ronaddom and saw
another door but that led to the base of a towee.dnly kind of
windows there, were arrow slits and dropping thapeoais from the
top would be too noisy.

LI’ Se’ Rah decided to see if there was any othay wut of the
castle less obvious so she could store the weagossr by before
she got out.

She kept hold of the "sword" and left the guardmods she was
deciding which way to go a guard came out of thar dpposite. LI’
Se’ Rah’s first instinct was to hide behind a tapelsut remembered
she was wearing the armour and walked toward thieftadoor as if
she had as much right to be there as the guard.

“Stop there!” he yelled at her.

She thought about continuing but she was the ogiggn he could
be calling to and so she stopped.

As the guard walked over two more came out of therdj house.
“Who are you?” the guard asked.

Li’ Se’ Rah not sure what to say found herself spéess. She saw
all three guards were wearing the same armoutt loidm’t match
the armour she was wearing.



“We don’t have any women working for us,” the guaedd.

“She’s a gnome,” one of the other said. “We celyaivouldn’t
employ a gnome.”

LI’ Se’ Rah suddenly felt really stupid. Even ietlrmour had
matched the guards’ she hadn’t given it a thouggdut possibly her
gender and certainly her race would have giverahery.

As the second guard came over he took out his lamfecontinued,
“We don't like guests who don’t wait to be invitétHe walked over
as if he was going to cut her throat.

Li’ Se’ Rah had been trained in fighting but reatighat with her
size, she be luckily if she could beat anythinggkeigthan a dwarf,
and definitely not when she was outnumbered.

“She’s a woman,” the third guard said. “You can'$gkill her.”
“Why not?” the second guard asked angrily.

“We can have some fun with her first,” the thircagdi replied.

The first guard was looking at her armour. It hattgplating on it
and gems embedded in it.

“This is noble armour,” he said. “We can get a camgor her. The
value of merchandise goes down if it's been usedislput her in
the dungeon until we can work out where she comms.fShe’s not
prepared to speak but there can’t be many gnomiesokar by.”

The guards had been planning to take her armonr ffrer but
allowed her to wear it, since she had nothing tlseear. They
didn’t do this out of allowing her modesty but tamind her that
they would take her armour when they needed toetiogy had her.
Worrying about something that is going to happam, ometimes
be worse than the results when it does happen.

The cell they put her in was cold and dark butarkdess her vision
meant she could see as well as if it was only dim.

The guard in charge said he didn’t trust gnomesasked the third
guard to guard her cell and make sure she didndrything. They
didn’t know if she was a Forest Gnome or Rock Gnbuig-orest
Gnomes were known for their wisdom.

Since the third guard had been left to guard hdrrenwas also the
one who'd first suggested raping her, Li’ Se’ Rabught she might
be able to charm the guard. Her training to berd bad led her to
believe that the multiverse had been spoken intstence, that the
words of the gods gave it shape, and the echoi®sé primordial



Words of Creation still resound through the cosmo® music and
song of bards is an attempt to snatch and harhess echoes,
subtly woven in their spells and powers.

Although she didn’'t have a musical instrument todyder voice
could be just as effective as an instrument wherssimg. If she
could sing a song that could charm the guard shklacse the
magic that accompanied it to make the charm lasarfichour. If he
regarded her as a friendly acquaintance she slausdble to
persuade him to let her out of her cell, and helpdscape. She
hoped by the time he realised what she’d done dbwidng gone.
The guard was not particularly bright and his wisdeas not strong
enough to stand up to her charisma. He was onlyetwger to let her
out of her cell and give her back the sword shad. When she
asked him if he could help her get out, he saittti@only exit to
the dungeon was the one they’d come in by. He Kmawpresence
in the castle could only have good intentions hatdther guards
wouldn’t see it like that and the two of them orittown couldn’t
stand up against the rest of the guards.

The guard suggested she go to the back of the dandbere was a
stream that ran round the castle under the grduetdhey used to
get their water from and wash away their rubbidie Tubbish
would only have just gone in so if she followedaw the rubbish
would be ahead of her and the water would be dbedund it for the
next twenty-four hours.

LI’ Se’ Rah persuaded the guard to give her a toAdthough in dim
light she could see as well as if it was lightthe dark she could
only see as well as if the light was dim and thdwgtorch would be
better than her natural dark vision.

She had even considered asking the guard to gasla of weapons
outside the castle for her but wasn't sure if held@o that before
the charm wore off and that she’d have to arranigeravshe’d find
them which meant once the hour was over the guarddknow
where she was going to be.

Just to make sure the guard’s suspicions wereoused she gave
him a passionate kiss and assured him that thetinlextshe came to
the castle he could spend the night with her. $kbeely thought
that she could probably keep to her word on thatesshe’d never
come back to the castle.



The river water was cold and Li’ Se’ Rah was glache torch The
passage smelt foul and she tried not t - :
think about what the river had to Wash g

with bars that must have had cells on
other side. When the water level was
higher, those cells would flood and
presumably the prisoners would drown
although that may have been the intentf
for some of the cells. Demand answers _[./7.
and let nature determine how long you 2=
had to answer them. ‘
There were what appeared to be stran
tentacles reaching out from various parts of therrbut Li’ Se’ Rah
was confident her sword would cut through them they were low
fat cream cheese and they also seemed to shy awayttie flame
of the torch.

While she was in the river she took the opportutatglean the mud
from her hair. She hadn’t cleaned her hair in thard room, not
wanting to wait for it to dry, but now she couldemme with
different colour hair.

When she finally did come to the point where tiveriflowed out
and she could get back onto the ground she salwausite at the
entrance and realised the guard was probably wainher. She
wondered if he had the others with him, but guesgsetthe
assurance she’d made him for the next time shamthe castle he
was probably alone to tell her they were to daivnShe knew she
couldn’t charm him again

As she approached the exit she could see it wagudwel she’d
charmed. His expression spoke a volume on thelityie felt at
her deception, along with further hostility thae&hbeen able to
deceive him and how much he was looking forward/hat he
planned to do. When she was 30 feet away she slyddhispered
in a voice only he could hear a discordant meldidyasn’t just
harmonious sounds that could convey magic and doouagrectly
you could work magic with unpleasant sounds too.

The Dissonant Whispers wracked the guard withikerpain
inflicting psychic damage and he found he had taagdar away



from her as possible. By the time he had recovaneblcame back
she was "over the hills and far away".

The first stop she made on her way out was to wherelothes
were and she changed out of the armour and backhatm. The
armour was high quality and incredibly valuable &sithe guard had
said it was most likely noble. If someone who knelere it came
from saw her wearing it, she would be arrestedfealing it and the
same could happen if she tried to sell it. She tigel happy selling
stolen items either. She decided to leave it befondomeone else
to find.

Li’ Se’ Rah headed for the town that was to becattd. Dawn was
in the air when she arrived and from what she’thgad from being
in the castle, the attack would be in day or twd sine looked for
the chieftain’s house to warn him that the peoplé to get away.
The chieftain didn’t want to run and told her thet people
wouldn’t either. He didn’t change his mind even wiske told him
of the massacre in the previous town.

LI’ Se’ Rah asked him if he would let her help therake traps for
the pillagers and he agreed that they would do Whatle they were
making traps Li’ Se’ Rah used the knowledge shefr@d fighting
and showed the villagers how to use farming impleias
weapons. She realised this was possibly betteritbanriginal plan
of stealing weapons since the villagers would ftrehsier to fight
with something they were familiar with and thaydfu are holding a
weapon you become a target.

The attack was likely to come at any moment andsk” Rah was in
one of the buildings when the pillagers attackeahaering how she
could help. She thought that trying to help theghfiwas suicide
with her being only three feet tall but wanted &hout.

As she was trying to work out what she could de, stticed there
was someone else in the building who had settl¢darvillage
recently. She recognised him since she’d laid With a few times
in Llewellyn.

When he saw her, his loyalty to the village wertttbe window
leaving him behind. He grabbed Li’ Se’ Rah by thewdders.

“All the villagers are preoccupied, Lilli,” he sailVe won't be
distributed. Let’s take advantage of that.”
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LI’ Se’ Rah was shocked at his suggestion. There avthme and
place for everything and this as not the time. &ke couldn’t
believe he’d let the villagers go into battle amd help and even be
glad of it just to lie with her.

LI’ Se’ Rah felt like kicking him in the jaw but vubd never be able
to kick that high and so instead kicked him betwienlegs and as
he doubled over she was able to hit him in the.f&be stepped
back and said, “I'm helping the villagers. | midgt#ve been prepared
to spend some time with you later if they win, dnatever the
outcome, you’ve lost your chance now.”

Li’ Se’ Rah left the building with her lute. Shedw what she could
do. While keeping out of the actual battle she daude the magic of
her music to inspire the villagers, which couldegtirie edge they
needed to defeat the pillagers. The magic of hesierhad an
amazing effect and the pillagers retreated with than half their
number remaining. Not all of the villagers survivaa each person
who died would have preferred to die defendingrtheme than any
other way.

The pillagers who'd fallen into the traps and sued were taken as
prisoners to be taken to Athkatla, which was th@tahof Amn to
stand trial. Some said that since almost anytmotuding lewdness
and slavery was acceptable in Athkatla, that itdoe pointless.
The pillagers said they’d promise not to attackwitlage again if
they were released but this didn’'t help any ofdtieer villages.

That evening having saved the village there wagmonial service
for the villagers who had fallen but that was falexl with the
celebration of their victory and to remember that® had fallen
hadn’t done so in vain. Having risked her lifetpdnd steal some
weapons to arm the people and then teaching thantdase their
farm implements as weapons and inspiring then tfivout the
battle Li' Se’ Rah was hailed as a folk hero andrgane was only
too happy to hear her play her lute during thelelmation and gave
her a lyre as a gift.

That evening she slept alone and was told that sneneho looked
like her only slightly older had passed throughwhiage a few
years ago, heading north. Li’ Se’ Rah realised thight be her
mother and if she was still out there, she mighalie to find her.
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The next morning Li’ Se’ Rah reflected on the daydoe and
realised how she could put her skills as a bagbtud use as an
adventurer if she could join a party of heroes. Bi@v she’'d been
on the wrong path before and vowed that she’dgkhbw someone
well before she even considered sleeping with them.

She decided that she’d count everything beforellyeshe went into
the castle apart from her studies as a bard, difsaahd this was her
new life and it would be much more responsibld]est and
worthwhile than the previous one and she wouldheutcontinuing
studies as a bard as top priority until she wasleg@®n an
adventure. She would always be able to find a plagerform and
receive free food and lodging of a modest or cotafile standard as
long as she performed each night. Her best routuees dancing,
singing and instrumental.

The people who knew her when she was young knewHaneful
secret so she could never go home again. Howevendier was
out there somewhere, and she would like to findamer would be
happy to meet up with her older step-sisters aghe.thought of
her Lute as her most treasured possession siremithded her of
her father. She knew a story relevant to almostsanation and
loved a good insult, even one directed at her.

In the weeks that passed Li’ Se’ Rah felt happeekeng out bards
from the College of Lore whom she would meet withibbraries or
at festivals. Their knowledge came from diversersesisuch as
peasant tales, which she still sought, or
scholarly tomes.

LI’ Se’ Rah found that wherever she performg
she could use her gifts to keep the audiences
spellbound. When the applause died down, t
audience members would sometimes find
themselves questioning everything they held
be true, from their faith in the priesthood of t
local temple to their loyalty to the king.
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